270           THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED
Every ordinary man is, during earth-life, surround-
ing himself with a mass of thought-forms, those represent-
ing the main interest of his life growing strong and
remaining with him even after death. The force of the
selfish thought-forms, of anger, ambition, pride, greed,
gluttony, drunkenness, sensuality, etc., pours down into-
astral matter and is exhausted in the astral world when
the man is burning that lower part of his nature in that
purgatorial life.   But his unselfish thoughts, whether
purely intellectual or of the nature of love, compassion,
tenderness, devotion, etc., belong to his mental body, and
these he carries with him into Devachan, as he can
appreciate the heaven-world only through these refined
thoughts.
Now his mental body is a vehicle which is by no
means fully developed like the astral, and it shuts him
out from the mental world about him instead of enabling
him to see it, as only those parts of his mental body are m
full working order which he had used in an altruistic
manner in his earth-life. The high, refined thoughts and
noble, unselfish aspirations which he poured out during
earth-life then cluster round him and make a sort of shell
about him, through the medium of which he can respond
to certain types of vibrations in the refined matter of the
mental world.
These thoughts surrounding him are the powers by
which he draws upon the wealth of the heaven-world ; and
though that world is a store-house of infinite extent—all
glory and beauty conceivable—he can draw upon it just
according to his power of unselfish thoughts. Each such
thought-form is a window through which he looks out from
his mental body upon the glory and beauty of the mental
world. If he has chiefly regarded physical things during

